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have taken up spinning. Biswas Babu himself is a Swarajist. The
chairman of one of the [Congress] committees in Calcutta is also
a Swarajist. He had sent to me at a public meeting yarn spun by
him. We saw many men in Faridpur clad exclusively in khadi.
There was a separate meeting for women. At this meeting, too,
one saw a relatively larger number of women, larger than in
similar meetings in Gujarat, dressed in khadi. I observed that
the Bengali women did not have pleats in their saris, and, there-
fore, did not require any great length in their saris. But this is
not the explanation of there being a large number of women in
khadi at the meeting. We can only say that women in this part
are more intelligent. It is true, of course, that a number of men
and women had put on khadi specially for this occasion.

I have given here only the impression produced on me in
Faridpur. As my present tour is connected solely with the khadi
movement, I have still many more experiences in store for me.
The reader will know afterwards what the sum total of these
experiences comes to. As there is no entrance fee for the exhibi-
tion, thousands of people have taken advantage of it. On the
next day, before I left Faridpur, prizes were awarded to persons
who had demonstrated the different processes relating to khadi.
The recipients of medals and prizes probably included equal num-
bers of men and of women. Among those who received medals
three were Muslims. There were graded medals and prizes
for the best carders, best sliver-makers, best spinners and best
weavers.

AT THE  CONFERENCE1

I found Deshbandhu's physical condition to be very bad. His
voice has lost its strength. There is extreme weakness. In fact,
he has not recovered well enough to be fit to undertake such exer-
tions. Just now, the doctors have advised him to go to Darjeeling
or some place in Europe to recuperate his strength. But he in-
tends to do this only as a last resort.

A khadi marquee was specially erected for the Conference. It
displayed the utmost simplicity. Seating arrangements were
made on the ground. Not a chair was to be seen. The work of
erecting the marquee was entrusted only to a tent-maker. He
said he had made it exclusively of pure khadi, but all of us have
serious doubts whether the cloth used was really khadi. I am
trying to ascertain the truth. The important thing, however, is
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